



































250 BATTLE OF NEUVE CHAPELLE

personally, from the nearest battalion of the 8th
Division, that the cause of the delay in their advance
was that the left of the 25th Brigade was heavily
engaged, and that the right had strict orders not to
move forward till the situation was adjusted. Still
more delay, until at 12.45 p.m. orders were received
for the infantry attack from the line of the River
Layes to take place at 2.15 p.m., provided that
the 8th Division had come up; the Dehra Dun
Brigade to assault the Bois du Biez, supported by
the Jullundur Brigade.

From thenceforward until dark the enemy kept
up a constant bombardment of our trenches, and the
slightest movement at once drew heavy enfilade
machine-gun fire on our front line, which, hastily
dug as it had been, afforded very incomplete shelter,
so that the casualties were numerous.

When 2.15 p.m., the appointed time for the
attack, arrived, there were again no signs of any
advance on the part of the 8th Division. The two
leading battalions of the Dehra Dun Brigade were
therefore precluded by operation orders from moving,
but some platoons of the 4th Seaforths, out of sheer
eagerness, left their support trenches and doubled
forward. They came at once under heavy machine-
gun fire, and, after losing a number of men, were
forced to crowd into the Gurkha trenches.

It was felt that this unsatisfactory situation should
not be allowed to continue, and inquiry was again
made by General Jacob of the nearest battalion of
the 25th Brigade as to the reason of the delay in the
advance. The reply was that nothing was known
of any intended attack at 2.15 p.m. This was reported
to General Anderson, who at 6 p.m. informed General















































































